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Design of Potential New Major Facility Construction Project. Given the unaffordability of
continuing funding two different multi-billion dollar telescopes, NSF will advance the Giant Magellan
Telescope (GMT) into the Major Facility Final Design Phase, but the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) will
not advance to the Final Design Phase and will not receive additional commitment of funds from NSF.
NSF has received assurances from the GMT project that it can complete the final design phase without
further investments. Moving into the final design phase does not guarantee that a project will be
approved for construction, and doing so does not obligate the agency to provide any further funding.
The FY 2026 Request supports continued design of a single telescope within the U.S. Extremely Large

Telescope (ELT) program.
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MKSOA September 11, 2025 Regular Board Meeting
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TMT ACCESS: TMT eArly Career Centered, Engineers-Scientists Synergy: a
workshop organized by young scientists and engineers
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